Before the Florida Judicial Qualifications Comm ssion
State of Florida

Suprene Court of Florida
I nqui ry Concerning a Judge Case No.: SCO05-555
No. 04-455, Judge John R Sl oop
/

PRETRI AL MEMORANDUM OF THE HONORABLE JOHN R. SLOOP

The Honorable John R Sloop, by and through his
undersigned attorney, files this pretrial menmor andum i n
preparation for trial scheduled to commence March 28, 2006,
before the hearing panel for the Florida Judicial Qualifications
Conmi ssi on. Judge Sl oop presents to said panel the follow ng
information regarding the issues pending in the case at bar:

PARAGRAPH | OF THE FORMAL CHARGES

1. Judge Sloop is charged herein with issuing arrest
warrants on Decenber 3, 2004, for eleven (11) m sdeneanor
def endants who were required to be present in Judge Sloop’s
courtroom but were mstakenly directed to an adjoining
courtroom pursuant to the summons and/or the direction of the
Court deputy sheriffs or bailiffs. Judge Sloop has admtted to
this charge and further advises this panel that it was not until
after the warrants had been issued at docket sounding and the
Court was in recess and personnel had left, that Judge Sl oop was
t hen advi sed the defendants referenced above had been present in

a different courtroom Upon returning to the courthouse,



followi ng recess and conpletion of in-jail arraignments (which
began at 1:30 p.m), Judge Sloop signed witten orders for the
el even (11) defendants’ Aimmedi ate rel ease RORI which the Clerk
received at 2:22 and 2:23 p.m, and which were fax transmtted
to the jail by 3:49 p.m Judge Sl oop ordered this imediate
rel ease prior to Chief Judge James E.C. Perry contacting Jai
Director Diggs by telephone to order the release of those
def endants.

Many of the defendants remained in jail for a nunber of
hours follow ng the recei pt of the order by Judge Sl oop. Judge
Sl oop was unaware that these persons had not been rel eased
i mredi ately pursuant to his order for release.

PARAGRAPH || OF THE FORMAL CHARGES

2. Judge Sloop is charged herein with issuing bench
warrants for the eleven (11) m sdeneanor defendants referenced
above. Judge Sloop admts to this charge; however, further
advi ses this panel that during the week of Novenber 29, 2004,
Judge Sl oop strayed from his fourteen year practice of issuing
arrest warrants at the end of the docket after being advised
that it was the normal practice of Sem nole county judges to
i medi ately issue arrest warrants, if there is no response,
after each defendant’s nanme was call ed.

PARAGRAPH ||| OF THE FORMAL CHARGES




3. Judge Sloop is charged in the cases of State v. Ranos

(Case No.: 04-2343-CFA) and State v. Jones, (Case No.: 04-8388-

MVA), with failing to release the defendants therein. As a

result thereof, the defendants were rel eased pursuant to a wit
of habeas corpus. Judge Sloop admts to this charge in regard to

the matter of State v. Ranps. Judge Sl oop further advises this

panel that he required Defendant Ranpbs, accused with stabbing
his pregnant girlfriend, to participate in electronic nonitoring
to protect the victimand was unaware after ordering his rel ease
on electronic nonitoring that Defendant Ranpbs did not qualify
for electronic nonitoring. Def endant Ranps’ attorney did not
advi se Judge Sloop that Defendant Ranpbs was unable to be
rel eased. After Defendant Ranpbs:s case was assigned to the
felony division he was released on his own recognizance by
anot her judge.

Judge Sl oop has no know edge of, and has further not been
presented with any evidence from Speci al Counsel for the Florida
Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion, that Defendant Jones, in

State v. Jones, sought a wit of habeas corpus to obtain his

rel ease. Judge Sloop additionally is unaware that Defendant
Jones was ever unlawfully detained in his Court. It is Judge
Sl oop’ s understandi ng that Special Counsel has agreed that the

evi dence herein is insufficient to go forward with a finding of
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probabl e cause in this matter.

PARAGRAPH |V OF THE FORMAL CHARGES

4. Judge Sloop is charged herein in the case of State v.
Mercano, (Case No. 94-12684 MVA), that his behavior to Defendant
Mer cano was not congruent with the rightful actions of a county
court judge. Specifically that Judge Sl oop was rude, abrupt,
and abusive in his treatnment of Defendant Mercano. Judge Sl oop
admts to the charges contained herein. Judge Sl oop further
advises this Court that on October 18, 2004, Defendant Mercano
was before Judge Sloop for a sentence review hearing. Defendant
Mer cano had not provided the necessary funds to pay outstanding
fines and court costs owed for over ten years. Although Judge
Sloop did not inpose any sanctions, including jail, for
Def endant Mercano’s refusal to comply with the Court’s order,
Judge Sl oop was abrupt to Defendant Mercano in order to persuade
Def endant Mercano to pay her outstanding debt. Def endant
Mercano paid said debt on October 19, 2004.

M T1 GATI NG FACTORS

5. Fol | owi ng the issuance of the Formal Charges herein,
Judge Sl oop sought professional counseling in order to determ ne
the core of his behavioral problem Dr. Heidi Napolitano,
Psychiatrist, first eval uated Judge Sl oop on February 11, 2005,

foll owing said eval uation Judge Sl oop was di agnosed with Adult



Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Dr. Napolitano’'s
deposition regardi ng Judge Sloop’s treatnent and condition has
been filed with the Florida Suprenme Court. Dr. Napolitano’s
affidavit regarding Judge Sloop’s diagnosis and treatnent is
attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”. Dr .
Napolitano’s deposition taken Septenmber 22, 2005, regarding
Judge Sloop’s diagnosis and treatnent is attached hereto and
i ncorporated herein as Exhibit “B”. Judge Sl oop shall continue
to adm nister nmedication daily to treat this condition and shal
attend regul ar counseling sessions with Dr. Napolitano.

6. In addition to receiving treatnent fromDr. Napolitano,
Judge Sl oop attends regul ar counseling sessions with Dr. Dani el
Tressler, Psychol ogist, for anger managenent counseling as well
as counseling for Adult Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Di sorder. Attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibits
“C and “D’ are letters from Dr. Tressler detailing said
treat ment. Dr. Tressler’'s vitae is attached hereto and
i ncorporated herein as Exhibit “E’. Judge Sl oop shall continue

to attend these counseling sessions with Dr. Tressler as needed.

7. Judge Sl oop has further been evaluated by Dr. Deborah
Day, psychologist for the Florida Judicial Qualifications

Conmi ssi on. Dr. Day’s report supports the findings of Dr.



Tressler and Dr. Napolitano.

PROPOSED PENALTY

8. In lieu of Judge Sloop’ s renoval fromthe bench
Judge Sl oop woul d propose the follow ng penalties:

A. Thirty (30) day suspension as a sitting Sem nole County
Judge, for the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, wthout
recei pt of wages for that tine period.

1. Twenty-nine (29) days of suspension to be served
i medi ately upon approval of any report and
recommendati on by the Florida Suprenme Court.

2. One (1) day suspension pursuant to Florida Statute
834.021(2), to commence at 12:01 a.m on My 3,
2010, the first day of qualifying for re-election in
the year 2010, and to end at 12:00 a.m on My 4,
2010.

B. Afine in the ambunt of $10,500.00, tailored to the cost
of another county or senior court judge presiding during
the time of Judge Sloop’s suspension. This cost is
calcul ated at the rate of $350.00 per day nultiplied by
thirty (30) days.

C. A public reprimand to be admnistered by the Florida
Supreme Court.

D. Conti nued t r eat ment of Adul t Attention Deficit



Hyperactivity Di sorder t hrough adm ni stration of
medi cati on and counsel i ng.

E. Wthin thirty (30) days of the entry of the report and
recommendati on by the Florida Suprenme Court, Judge Sl oop
shall submt letters of apology to each of the el even
(11) m sdeneanor defendants who were incarcerated by him
on the 39 day of Decenber, 2004, as reflected in
par agraph one (1) of the Formal Charges.

W TNESSES FOR TRI AL

9. Judge Sl oop expects to call as witnesses for trial:

A. The Honorabl e John R Sl oop
Judge Sloop shall testify as to all matters
br ought forward during his deposition of
Septenmber 23, 2005, as well as all mtters
established within the Anended Notice of Formal
Charges and responses thereto.

B. Dr. Heidi Napolitano
Dr. Napolitano will testify to the fact that
after careful evaluation of Judge Sloop he has
been di agnosed Adul t Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder. Dr. Napolitano wll
further testify that this disorder was the root

of Judge Sloop’s behavioral problens. These



probl ens however have been corrected through
medi cati on and counsel i ng.
C. Dr. Daniel Tressler

Dr. Daniel Tressler will testify that Judge Sl oop
continues to undergo counseling for Adult
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Thi s
counseling has and will allow Judge Sloop to
handle all matters on and off the bench show ng
dignity and respect to all individuals before
hi m

CHARACTER W TNESSES

10. Judge Sloop intends to call the following character
W tnesses at trial to testify on behalf of Judge Sl oop:
A Judge Clayton Si mons, 301 N. Park Ave, Sanford,
FL 32771, (407) 665-4048;
B. Rutl edge M Bradford, Esqg., 5210 S. Orange Ave,
Orl ando, FL 32809, (407) 926-8710 ext 106;
C. Robert Gustafson, 1036 Catfish Creek Court,
Ovi edo, FL 32765, (407) 697-6429.

AFFI DAVI TS AND LETTERS

11. Included with this Pre-trial Menorandum are affidavits and
letters from many within the community in support of Judge

Sl oop:



Judge Janmes E.C. Perry, Forner Chief Judge of the
Ei ghteenth Judicial Circuit;

Sanmuel Filler, Esquire, Letter to the Editor of the
Ol ando Senti nel;

Bentl ey Patterson, Menber of Attention Deficit
Di sorder Associ ati on;

Luz Celeste Herdeman, Trial Clerk of the Sem nole
County Court house;

Sergeant Mark DiBona, Sem nole County Sheriff’s
O fice;

Rebecca W/ ki nson, Deputy Cerk of the Sem nol e County
Sheriff's Ofice;

Char mai ne Hannar, Deputy Clerk of the Sem nole County
Cour t house;

Orra Taylor, Deputy Clerk of the Sem nole County
Cour t house

Sybil D Souza, Affidavit in support thereof;

Cassa Robert son, Sem nol e County Court
Coor di nat or/ Court Program Speci ali st;

Debra Christian, Trial Clerk of the Sem nole County
Cour t house;

Tina Wsniewski, Trial Clerk of the Sem nole County

Cour t house;



Collette M Col egrove, Judicial Assistant to Judge
John R. Sl oop;

Jerry Bergman, Letter of appreciation;

Linda Fairfield, President of WIliam Howard Jewel ers,
Letter of appreciation;

Jack Cash, Letter of appreciation;

Chris Allard, Letter of appreciation;

Sue E. Bridwell, CFO of Beta Center, Letter of
appreciation;

Ral ph M1ller, Letter of appreciation;

Oly Csisko, Deputy Sheriff of the Sem nole County
Sheriff's Ofice;

Lori Wheel er, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nole County
Bar ;

Rut| edge M Bradford, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nol e
County Bar;

Ri chard A. Col egrove, Jr., Esquire, Menber of the
Sem nol e County Bar Associ ati on;

Richard O Hale, IV, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nole
County Bar Associ ation;

Kevin B. Wiss, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nol e County
Bar Associ ation;

Amanda G fford, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nol e County
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Bar Associ ati on;

AA. Peter P. Hagood, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nole
County Bar Associ ation;

BB. Mark A. Nation, Esquire, Menber of the Sem nole County
Bar Associ ati on;

CC. Kinmberly Driggers, Esquire, Menber of the Sen nole
County Bar Associ ation;

DD. Deborah Boyle, Affidavit in support thereof;

EE. Catherine and Ranbn Santos, Letter in support thereof;

FF. Clinton Smth, Affidavit in support thereof;

GG. Leonard Frazier, Letter in support thereof;

HH. Stafford Canmbre, Affidavit in support thereof;

1. Claud B. Nelson, Letter in support thereof; and,

JJ. Rauleal, Letter in support thereof.

CERTI FI CATE OF SERVI CE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of this
docunment has been delivered by Regular US Mail to Lauri Wl dman
Ross, Esquire, Lauri Waldman Ross, P.A., Two Datran Center,
Suite 1612,9130 South Dadel and Blvd., Mam , Florida 33156-7818,
(305) 670-2305 (facsimle), Special Counsel for the Florida
Judicial Qualifications Comm ssion; Thomas C. MacDonal d, Jr.

Esq., 1904 Holly Lane, Tanpa, Florida 33629, (813)258-6265
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(facsimle), CGener al Counsel for the Florida Judicial
Qualifications Comm ssion; The Honorable Thomas C. Freeman,
Chair, Hearing Panel, 1110 Thomasvill e Road, Tallahassee, FL
32303, (850)922-6781 (facsimle); Brooke Kennerly, Florida
Judicial Qualifications Conm ssion, 1110 Thonasville Road,
Tal | ahassee, Florida 32303; John R Beranek, Esq., Counsel,
Hearing Panel, Ausley & MMillen, 227 South Cal houn Street,
Tal | ahassee, FL 32301, (850)222-7560 (facsimle), on this 22"

day of March, 2006, by Federal Express Mil.

MARC L. LUBET, Esquire
MARC L. LUBET PA

209 E. Ri dgewood Street
Orl ando, Florida 32801
(407) 841-9336

(407) 872-1874 (Facsimle)
Fl orida Bar # 182215

| ubet | aw@ol . com
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